
A VERY SERIOUS STUDY OF A VERY SILLY QUESTION

Which jobs does
anime actually name?
We scanned ~22,000 anime to find every profession that
gets mentioned out loud — and the ones that never do.

👨‍⚕️  Doctor 🥷  Ninja 🧹  Maid 🎤  Idol 📋  Insurance agent…?



02 · THE QUESTION

Anime has doctors, ninjas, idols, maids… but
does anyone ever say "insurance consultant"?

We wanted one complete lookup table: type in any
job, get back how many anime mention it and what %
of everything that is.

And the real headline question: which jobs does
anime never name at all?

TL;DR One lookup table to rank every job in anime — and to catch the ones that never show up.



03 · PRIOR ART

We're not the first to nerd out about this

🗂️ Lots of people study anime. Nobody had made the office-jobs lookup table. So we did.

https://elmiram.github.io/anime-professions/


04 · METHOD

How we did it

⚠️
The big limitation, stated up front
We only detect jobs that get named in words. A profession shown on screen but never labeled is invisible to us. (Hold that
thought for slide 8.)



05 · SCALE

By the numbers

80,331
confirmed job mentions
the payload of the whole study

TL;DR
Big pile of anime, bigger pile of dialogue — ~101,000 AI yes/no judgments (plus ~2,000 double-checked) turned it into countable
data.



06 · THE LEADERBOARD

The jobs anime names the most
🍎  Teachers 1,370 · 7.6%

Shopkeepers 1,022 · 5.6%

Doctors 875 · 4.8%

Retail / shop managers 764 · 4.2%

Creative artists (misc.) 745 · 4.1%

Soldiers 706 · 3.9%

Maids / domestic
helpers

620 · 3.4%

Police 593 · 3.3%

Nurses 582 · 3.2%

CEOs 572 · 3.2%

TL;DR Teachers win by a mile — because so much anime is literally set at school. (% of the 18,127 scannable titles.)



07 · PLOT TWIST

The #1 "job" isn't a job

Count fantasy roles and the most common
"occupation" in anime is…

Royalty
1,792 titles > teachers' 1,370. Being a prince or

princess out-ranks having an actual career. 👑

FANTASY LEADERBOARD

👑  Royalty 1,792

Mage 1,040

Ninja 875

Noble 700

Knight 671

Hero 643

Shrine maiden 401

Assassin 380

Samurai 350

Monster hunter 282

TL;DR These aren't real occupations, so we kept them in their own bucket — but they're too iconic to leave out.



08 · THE HEADLINE

17 jobs anime never names
of 150 real jobs we hunted…

17 → 0 mentions
Zero anime — even after reading millions of lines of dialogue. But "never named" ≠ "never shown." So we split them two ways:

👀  You've definitely seen these
Shown on screen constantly — just nobody ever says the job title.

🍢  Street-food sellers 🛎️  Hotel receptionists

🚗  Driving instructors 🏠  House builders

🚲  Bicycle repairers 🍔  Fast-food workers

✈️  Travel agents

Every matsuri festival episode is packed with street-food stalls —
nobody names the job.

🚫  Anime really skips these
Not visually distinctive, not story-worthy — genuinely near-
absent.

Industrial engineers Financial analysts

Systems analysts Ships' engineers Vet techs

Dental assistants IT-operations techs

Personal-care aides Instrument tuners Printers

TL;DR
Anime will animate a demon-slaying swordsmith — but never once make you hear the words "hotel receptionist," even in the episode
where one is standing right there.



09 · CROWD-PLEASER A few jobs up close

Type any job → get its
rank.
Every card is one row of the same
lookup table — reliability stamp
included.



10 · FINE PRINT (THE FUN KIND)

Honest (and funny) caveats



11 · THE RECEIPTS

The whole thing cost $44.73

— ANIME JOBS · RECEIPT —

Fast AI · ~101,000 judgments $0.0003 ea.

Smarter AI · ~2,000 spot-checks incl.

Data collection FREE

TOTAL $44.73
🍕  about one large pizza w/ delivery + tip

⏱️  Idea → dataset in about a day
…most of it unattended while AI batches churned in the
background.

TL;DR A medium's worth of data, classified for the price of dinner — mostly while we did something else.



12 · SO… NOW YOU KNOW

Anime will show you a demon-slaying blacksmith, a bounty-
hunting ex-cop, and 1,792 members of royalty — but it will
never once say the words "hotel receptionist," even in the
episode where one is standing right there.
Now you know exactly where each job ranks. 🎬

🔎
Look up any job yourself
elmiram.github.io/anime-professions ↗

Data: AniList + a community Japanese-subtitle archive · Classified with ISCO-08 · Judged by Claude Haiku,
graded by Claude Opus · Built for fun, over a weekend, for $44.73.

https://elmiram.github.io/anime-professions/

